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CERAMICS ONE: COURSE SYLLABUS  

COURSE DESCRIPTION  

Ceramics 1 is an introductory course in ceramics covering the three basic methods 

of hand building.  Students will produce ceramic art work using pinch, slab, and 

coil techniques.  Students will learn the basic vocabulary of ceramics as well as 

methods of surface treatment, firing, and other related aspects.  Art history, 
aesthetics and art criticism will be incorporated throughout the course. 

PERFORMANCE STANDARDS / OBJECTIVES: 

Building on the educational outcomes of Visual Arts in elementary and middle 

school education, high school art prepares students for personal development in 

the arts, the construction of a body of work that may be instrumental in 

admission to higher education and professional development.    The Georgia 

Performance Standards for Visual Arts builds opportunities for students to grow in 

affective, academic, and social ways through the explorations of visual media in 

their own art making.  Following a comprehensive introduction to the Visual Arts, 

students demonstrate rigorous inquiry into specific disciplinary fields of study.  

The standards guide development of the students’ technical skills and higher-

order thinking. This sequenced, developmentally appropriate set of standards for 

high school has been designed to develop aesthetic understanding, creative 

thinking, artistic skills and knowledge, historical and cultural context, critical 

analysis, and connections to other disciplines 

ASSESSMENT / EVALUATION / REQUIRED STUDENT PROJECTS:  

The student will develop skills for producing three dimensional art using additive, 

subtractive, casting, and assemblage methods. The student will demonstrate the 

safe and effective use of tools and materials. The student will develop observation 

skills and vocabulary necessary to analyze sculpture according to the elements 

and principles of design. The student will be able to describe the relationship of 

these elements in his / her work and in the work of selected sculptures 



throughout the history of art. The student will develop skills for analyzing and 

evaluating works of sculpture from past world cultures and contemporary society.  

CDA STATEMENT  

Douglas County Schools has established an assessment plan to provide a 

consistent measure of student progress across the county. Each subject has 

common district assessments (CDA’s) that students are required to take as part of 

their assessment grades. The CDA scores will be counted as a regular test grade 
(20%)  

GRADING PLAN:  

 Summative 50%  

- Projects: 20%  

- Exams / Tests: 15%  

- Electronic Portfolio 15%  

 Formative 30%  

- Daily class work 10%  

- Sketch book assignments 5%  

- Homework 5%  

- Quizzes 10%  

 Final 20%  

- Comprehensive Final Exam 20%  

GRADING SCALE:  

A = 90 to 100  

B = 80 to 89  

C = 71 to 79  

D = 70  

F = Below 70  



STRATEGIES FOR LEARNING:  

Learning strategies will consist of lectures and demos, individual lab projects, 

small group work, remediation, and peer tutoring when applicable. Most learning 

in this class will be in hands on lab type situations as well as reading and written 

assignments from texts listed below.  

ACADEMIC HONESTY:  

All students will be expected to turn in only work which reflects their own 

knowledge and effort. Creative projects presented as original work must not be 

derived from other sources unless those sources are properly credited.  

REQUIRED READING:  

All reading will be done in class. Beginning Sculpture, and Art in Focus, are the 

primary texts which we will be using and occasionally other class room resources.  

LOST BOOK POLICY:  

The student will be charged full replacement cost for any textbook lost regardless 

of condition.  

ESSENTIAL POLICY:  

All students are expected to be on time to each class. Detentions will be assigned 

for being tardy to class. All work should be turned in on time. Late work will be 

accepted but points will be deducted for late work. Missed exams need to be 
made up within one week.  

All work should reflect the individual effort of the student, plagiarism or academic 

dishonesty will not be tolerated. Taking another student’s art work and turning it 

in as your own, or defacing or altering any work not your own without permission 
will result in disciplinary action and parent contact.  

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:  

My specific expectations for students in this class are that you respect the right 

of others to learn, respect my right to teach, respect your own and others art 

work and respect all art materials in the room by not being wasteful and by 

assisting in clean up every day.  



Students must maintain a visual/verbal sketchbook that shows the 

experimentation and thinking process in which the student engaged to create 
artwork and projects.  

Rest room passes will be allowed as needed, but if a student abuses this privilege 

(staying out long or wandering elsewhere) restrictions will be applied to the 

privilege. Restroom breaks should not exceed two minutes.  

Each student will be given a specific area to store project work. Work should be 

put there every day. If work is left out on the table or in any other area of the 

room, it is not my responsibility.  

Written assignments and homework will have a designated area to be turned in 

near the front of the room. (EACH CLASS WILL HAVE A SPECIFIC TURN IN FOLDER). 

Put your work in the folder which has your course name on it. (Visual Art One, 

Photography, Drawing etc.)  

Art materials are expensive and using them is a privilege. All materials should be 

respected and used so they last as long as possible. Misuse or destruction of 

materials willfully will result in disciplinary consequences and contacting parent.  

Procedures at the beginning of class:  

Students should come in and take their assigned seat. If we are in the middle of a 

project you may go to your storage area and get out the materials you need to 
start work.  

Often I will need to give instructions or demonstrate some process at the 

beginning of each class. I will need the full attention of each student during that 

time. If any student disrupts or engages in private conversation during that time, 

redirection and or re-seating of the student may occur. Continued offenses may 

result in parent contact and or detention.  

Avoid getting up from seat and moving, and doing such things as sharpening 

pencils while I am addressing the whole class.  

After project work has begun you may talk quietly at your tables while you are 

working; however, if groups at any table become too loud, boisterous or 
disruptive, redirection and or re-seating of the group may occur.  



Procedures during class:  

I have a strong expectation that students put forth their best effort in class every 

day. No experience in art or talent in art is prerequisite for this class. Art and 

creativity are processes that take much practice to develop. Each student should 

strive to do their best every day, follow directions and work hard. Time 

management is important and students who waste time and procrastinate will 

have trouble completing the work for this class. Many projects will evolve over 

time and it is very important that you participate fully on each step.  

Be patient when asking for my assistance. Art classes are often large, I will be 

constantly moving around the room assisting students. Please raise your hand and 

wait patiently. Please, do not repeatedly call my name. I may ask students at 

certain times to assist in material distributions for individual tables or for the class 
at large.  

Procedures at the end of class:  

I will announce that clean up time will begin approximately 10 minutes before the 

end bell. Each student should clean up his/her area and return work to the 

storage area. After that students should return to their seat and remain there 

until the bell rings. Groups of students standing in or near the door way block my 

access to the front of room and create unnecessary disturbances. Remain in your 

seat until the bell rings.  

CLASS ROOM SEATING:  

Often the Visual Art Classes are large. You will has assigned seating in my class. 

Seating is based on insuring that instruction and student achievement is the first 

priority not socializing.  

Reseating may occur throughout the year as the need may arise to focus on 
instruction and helping students fulfill their potential in learning.  

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR CLASS: ESSENTIAL ITEMS: Each student must bring to 

class an Artist Pencil Set. (For example: Lyra 1111120 Rembrandt Drawing Pencils 

Assorted Degrees, 12-Count), One (1): 9 inch by 12 inch spiral bound Sketch book. 

(For example: Canson Universal Spiral Sketch Book, 100 Sheets) A section with-in 



a three ring binder should be set aside for class notes and activities. Smock (old 

button up shirt). Major project work will be kept in a portfolio. 

Occasionally we will use the following textbooks: Hands in Clay, and Art in Focus 
but the books will not be issued for use outside of class.  

RESOURCES:  

If students need to make up work beyond the school day, they may come to the 

Art room during Art Club, and National Art Honor Society meetings which are held 

weekly. Remediation on other days may be available depending on teacher 

schedule.  

House rules for all Lithia Springs Students are as follows.  

 Always be on time and prepared to learn.  

 Passes will not be issued during the first or last 10 minutes of class.  

 Electronic devices, including phones, iPods, ear buds etc. are not permitted 

during the school day.  

 All electronic devices must remain turned off and out of sight or they may 

be confiscated. Confiscated items will only be returned to a legal 

parent/guardian.  

 Please stay in your class and in your seat until the bell rings.  

Thank you for assisting in keeping our school clean by picking up around your area 
and throwing your trash away. Always leave your area better then you found it.   

CONSEQUENCES:  

Behavior that disrupts class in any way and causes me to focus time and energy 

on something other than instruction will result in consequences in the following 

order.  

1. Verbal Warning  

2. Parent contact  

3. Detention before or after school  

4. Administrative referral and parent contact  

 



I have read the SYLLABUS for my CERAMICS 1 class and I am familiar with all the 

requirements/expectations, the grading policy and the grading scale for this 
course.  

Student Signature: ___________________________________________________  

Student’s Printed Name: ______________________________________________  

Parent/Guardian Signature: ___________________________________________  

Parent’s Printed Name: _______________________________________________  

EMAIL: ____________________________________________________________  

Home Telephone: ___________________________________________________ 

Cell: ______________________________________________________________  

Work Telephone: ________________________________________________________ 


